
 Program Descriptions 
Words to “Action!” 

 
November 4, 2016 - ALL Master Classes meet Friday night (7:00 – 8:45 pm) and all day Saturday (9:00 am – 
5:00 pm)  
 
DIRECTING MASTER CLASS with Joan Darling 
In this class, participants will learn the techniques directors need to have in their toolkit that allow actors to 
find the character they are playing.  Twelve directors will receive a chance to work with actors to prep two 
pages of their scripts for a critique.   This workshop is appropriate for all levels - from the total beginner to the 
experienced filmmaker.  It involves active participation and is a lot of fun.  Only observation spaces still open.   
 
DOCUMENTARY MASTER CLASS with Maryanne Culpepper, Latesha Doyle, Brian Frankel, Peter Hamilton, 
Brigid Maher, Erica Meehan, and Ann Zamudio 
Starting with story and scripting, this master class will cover financing (grants and crowdfunding), legal issues, 
distribution (domestic and international), marketing/audience building, and the production/post-production 
processes that actually get your documentary on a screen. 
 
FEATURE WRITING MASTER CLASS with Megan Holley and Claudia Myers 
This course is designed for writers who have a written treatment and/or draft of a feature film or television 
series.  The instructors will share their experience of how they get their ideas down on the page and then in the 

hands of producers.  This class will cover the basic elements – genre, character development, plot – that you 
need to sustain your story through its 90-120 page journey. 
 
PRODUCING MASTER CLASS with Monica Lee Bellais, Jenny Halper, Nina Noble, Lisa Thrasher, Sara Elizabeth 
Timmerman 
This class focuses on producing for feature films and episodic television. Without a producer, there isn’t a 
completed project. They put together the various elements for the project, such as purchasing the rights to the 
underlying material, hiring a screenwriter, optioning and/or purchasing a script, attaching talent to the film, 
hiring key department heads, overseeing production and post-production, and bringing in financing.  All of 
these topics as well as packaging and pitching a project will be discussed.   
 
WRITING THE HALF-HOUR TELEVISON COMEDY MASTER CLASS with Sheree Guitar 
This course is designed for writers planning or currently working on television projects.  It will take participants 
through the basic writing structure of the half-hour comedy.  You’ll receive pointers on a pitch that has them 
laughing for all the right reasons! 
 
ONE-ON-ONE CONSULTATIONS with Bill Svanoe 
With over 40 years of film and TV writing experience Mr. Svanoe will be providing one hour private script 
consultations for up to eight screenwriters.  Times are scheduled across the weekend.  All sessions filled. 
 
November 5, 2016 - In addition to the master classes which meet all day Saturday (see above), there are 
workshops for emerging writers! 
9:00 to 10:30 am 
FUNDAMENTALS OF SCREENWRITING: Formatting, Rules & Regulations with Matt McNevin 
What makes a screenplay its own unique art form?  At this session, you will learn how to turn your movie idea 
into a screenplay. Topics include: structure, formatting, as well as how to approach the literary, dramatic, and 



cinematic aspects of your story through formatting. In order to have the “right” people read your script it has 
to meet industry standards.  Various screenwriting software will also be discussed.   
 
10:45 am to 12:15 pm 
FUNDAMENTALS OF SCREENWRITING: PLOT with Arla Bowers  
Learn the basic structure for planning the plot of a screenplay and see how this plot structure has been used to 
create some of our favorite films. 
 
1:30 to 4:45 pm 
CREATING MEMORABLE CHARACTERS with Marilyn Atlas 
In this class, equally suitable for fiction writers, screenwriters, and TV writers, we will view and analyze various 
movie scenes and dissect them to see what makes the characters memorable. You will learn the power of 
subtext: how to embed details of motivation into physical behavior, speech patterns, and specific habits that 
echo throughout your story. You will also learn how to distinguish your central character from every other 
character and from his or her environment, to further establish the character in the world of the story.  Come 
to class with your most important characters in mind, and leave with a better understanding about how to 
bring them to life. 
 
7:00 to 7:30 pm 
SPOTLIGHT ON SCREENWRITING CATALOGUE REVEAL 
 
7:30 to 9:30 pm 
FEATURED SCREENING – To Be Announced Soon! 
 
 
November 6, 2016   
10:00 am to 12:30 pm 
SCRIPT CRITIQUES 
A feature script can include 120 pages or more but the first five may determine if those other pages are read at 
all. Local actors will provide a table read and those five pages will receive a critique from established producers 
and filmmakers.  There are 28 slots available and are offered on a first come, first serve basis. 
 
1:30 to 4:00 pm 
PITCH CRITIQUES 
You have a great idea for a movie or television program.  Do you know how to “sell” it to potential 
collaborators and investors?  Make your pitch and have your delivery critiqued by a team of producers.  There 
are 32 slots available and offered on a first come, first serve basis. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Confirmed presenters as of September 30, 2016.   


